




Niels Bohr:

Quantum physics

Identities are not inherent:

They are formed in the 
interactions with other
matter

Karen Barad

Agential realism

Judith Butler:

Performativity

Identities are not inherent:

They are formed in the 
interactions with other people



BaradClassical science

Cartesian cut
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Measuring instrument

Object
- what is 
being
studied Phenomenon = observer +

experiment + object

Measuring instrument



• Emotions are a product of cultural practices
• Material objects can unite and exclude
• Repetition of words/signs elicits and reinforces emotional response (sticky sign)
• Emotions generate meaning because of their history and social context
• Change is possible



Emotions are situated
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2. Human bodies-material-emotions-learning intra-actions
"I find it very alarming because I don't think about them being radioactive. I would 
easily just grab that [radioactive substance] if no one had told me it's dangerous."

Her lab partner, Valle, responds:

"Which is locked in, in a cabinet!" pointing out that the locker should indicate the 
danger. To which Malva responds:

"I know, but I still don't feel scared about it.“

"So you are scared, because you are not scared?"
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